Social Studies and World Citizenship

the training colleges and university departments are waking
up to the importance of the problem.

THE TEACHER AS A CITIZEN

It might be the hope of every teacher to become a force
for good in his community. This does not mean that he
must be a demagogue or dictator, but that he should place
his special knowledge, training and abilities fully at the
service of the people. Teachers are citizens, and they have
the right to extend their influence so far as they are able,
provided that influence is for the good of mankind.

But in his mission the teacher must not be impatient or
dogmatic. He must remember that there are many points
of view, and a liberal consideration of them all does more
good than ignoring or challenging those views which do not
coincide with his own.

COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT

Children, as w$Il as adults, are inevitably subject to
propaganda directly opposed to training in the broad*
minded, world-wide, tolerant ways of thinking. We cannot,
even if we would, keep children at all times in a perfectly
controlled environment. The recognition of the existence
of such propaganda is a just step in opposing it. Training
children in correct habits of thought is a second step.
Pointing out the fallacies in specific items of jingoistic
propaganda is a third step. Refusal to support false propa-
ganda in private life and at the polls (therefore unknown to
anyone but himself) is the fourth step. Building a citizen-
hood which will not tolerate the distortion of the truth for
nationalistic or personal ends is a fifth method. There are
many others. There is no doubt that a teacher to be a real
success has a Herculean task before him. But most of his
work in the social studies can be done, not in any formal study